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SUBJ CRITICISM OF CANADIAN DEFENSE POLICY CONTINUES 

SUMMARY: SPORADIC CRITICISM OF CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
DEFENSE POLICY HAS CONTINUED AS CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
OPPOSITION MEMBER GEORGE HEES HAS QUESTIONED QUALITY OF 
EQUIPMENT PROVIDED CANADIAN NATO TROOPS AND AS MONTREAL 
GAZETTE ON MAY 23 HEADLINED ON FRONT PAGE "STRONGER 
FORCES URGED TO MEET 'THREAT' FROM US.” END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING HOUSE OF COMMONS QUESTION PERIOD MAY 21, 
OPPOSITION MEMBER GEORGE HEES REFERRED TO CRITICISM 
OF CANADA BY NATO ALLIES FOR TRYING TO "DO NATO ON THE 
CHEAP" AND ASKED PRIMIN TRUDEAU IF "HE INTENDS, WHEN HE 
MEETS WITH COLLEAGUES AT THE NATO CONFERENCE, TO ADVISE 
THEM THAT AT LONG LAST CANADA INTENDS TO BRING OUR 
EQUIPMENT UP TO NATO STANDARD?" PRIMIN TRUDEAU 
EVADED THE QUESTION BY SAYING HE WOULD BRING MR. HEES' 
POINT TO THE CABINET'S ATTENTION. 

2. IN PARALLEL CRITICISM MONTREAL GAZETTE ON MAY 23 
REPORTED THAT THE "NAVAL OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION OF 
CANADA HAS URGED THE ARMED FORCES BE ENLARGED TO MEET 
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THE ARCTIC POSED BY THE US." THE ASSOCIATION IN ITS 
BRIEF APPARENTLY POINTS OUT HOW THINLY SPREAD CANADIAN 
FORCES ARE AND THAT THEY PROVIDE "NO DETERRENTS WHATEVER 
TO FRIENDS OR POTENTIAL FOES ENCROACHING ON OR 
USURPING CONTROL OF AREAS OF OUR NATIONAL TERRITORY, 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE EASTERN AND WESTERN ENTRANCES OF THE 
NORTHWEST PASSAGE." THE BRIEF CITES THE US POSITION ON 
THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE AT THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE. 

US WOULD HAVE "UNFETTERED USE OF" THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE 
AS A RESULT OF "ITS ARMED ICEBREAKING" CAPABILITIES. 

3. COMMENT: THE NAVAL OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION PHRASEOLOGY, 
WHILE NOT THE MOST FELICITOUS, PROBABLY NOT INTENDED 
REFLECT ANTI-AMERICAN BIAS AS MUCH AS PROD CANADIAN GOVT 
TO PROVIDE MORE MODERN AND ADEQUATE CANADIAN DEFENSE 
EQUIPMENT. 
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